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REBELS AND THE RAJ
THE REVOLT OF 1857
AND ITS REPRESENTATIONS

Late in the afternoon of 180 May 1857, the sepovs in the cantonment
of Meerut broke out tn mutiny. It began in the lines of the mative
infantry. spread very swiftly to the cavaliy and then to the city.
The ordinary people of the town and surrounding villages |oined
the sepays. The sepoys captured the Dell of arms where the arms
and ammunilion were kept and proceeded 1o atlack while people,
and te ransack and burn thelr bungalows and" properiy,
Government bulkiings — the record office, jall. court. post office.
freasury, etc. — were destroyed and plundered, The telegraph line
to Delhl was cul. 'As darkness descended. @ group of sepoys rode
off towards Delil,

The sepoys ammived at the gates of the Red
Fort early in the moming on 11 May. It was
the month of Ramzan. the Muslim holy month
of ‘praver and fasting. The old Mughal emperor.
Bahadur Shah. had just finished his prayers
and meal Lefore the sun rose and the fast
Began., He heard the commotion at the gates.
The sepovs who had gathered under his window
tald him: “We have come from Meerut after
killtfig. all the Englishmen there, becanse they
asked us to bite bullets that were coated with
the fat of cows and pigs with our teeth. This
has cormipted the faith of Hindus and Muslims
alike.” Another group of sepoys also entered
Dellil, and the ordinary people of the city joined
them, Evropeans were Killéd in large numbers;
the rich of Delhl weae dttacked and looted. It
was clear that Delhi had gone out of Britlsh
control, Some sepoys rode into the Red Fori,
without observing the elaborate court etigquette
expecied of them. They demanded that the
emperor give them his blessings. Sierounded
by the sepoys: Bahadur Shah had no other
option but to comply. The revolt thus acguired
a kind of legitimacy because it could now be
carried on i the name of the Mughal emperor.
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Through 12 and 13 May, North India remained qulet. Once
word spread that Delld had fallen to the rebels and Bahadur
Shah had blessed the rebellion, events moved swiftly.
Cantonment after cantonment in the Gangetic valley and some

to the west of Delhl rose In mutiny.

1. PATTERN OF THE UPRISING

if one were to place the dates of these mutinies In
chronologlcsl order, it would appear that as the news
of the mutiny in one town travelled to the next the
sepoys there took up arms. The sequence of events
in every cantonment followed a similar pattern.

1.1 How the mutinies began
The sepoys began their action with a signal: inmany
places It was the hiring of the evening gum or the
sounding of the bugle, They Hrst selzed the bell
of arms and plundered the treasury. They then
attacked government bulldings — the jatl, treasury,
telegraph office, record room, bungalows - burning
all records. Everything and evérybody connected
with the white man became a target. Proclamations
in Hindi, Urdu and Perstan were put up in the citles
calling upon the population. both Hindus and
Muslims. to unite. riseand exterminate the firangis.
When ordinary people began Joining the revolt,
the targets of attack
widened, In major towns
ke Lucknow, Kanpur |
and Barellly. money-
lenders and the rich
also hecame the objects
of rebel wrath. Peasanis
not only saw them
as appressors but also
as allies of the Britsh.
In mast places their
houges were looted and
destroyed. The mutiny
in the sepoy ranks quickly
became a  rebellion.
There was a general
deflance of all kinds of
autharity and hierarchy.
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Beil of arms 1s o stereroom
which weitpons are kept.

Firzangi. & termi of Perstan ofigin,
possibly derived from Frank
rom whiclh France gets Its
name), 18 used 15 Urdo snd
Hindl, often In a derogatory
sense, (0 desigmate foreigiers.

Fig. 102
Ordinary peonle foin e sepous in
attncking e Britivh in Lachmoe,
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-2 Read the twao reports
and the deseriptions of
whal was happening in
Delht provided in the

chapter. Remember that

‘mewspaper reports often

express the prejudices of

the reporier. Howdid

Delhi Urdu Akhbar view
the actions of the pcupli_-?
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In the months of May and June. the British had no
answer to the actions of the rebels, Individual Britons
tried to save thelr own lives and the lives of their
families. British rule, as one Brillsh officer noted,
“rollapsed like a house made of cards™
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1.2 Lines of communication

The reason for the simllarity In the pattern of the revolt
In different places lay partly In Its planning and
coordination. It Is clear thit there was communication
between the sepoy lines of various cantonments. After
the 7th Awadh Irregular Cavalry had refused to accept
the new cartridges in carly May. they wrote to the 48th
Native Infantry that “they had acted for the faith and

awalted the 48Mh's orders™. Sepovs or thelr emilssaries

moved from ane station to another. People were thus

planning and talking about the rebellion,
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Seourre 2

Siston and the tahsildar

nthe context of the communication of the massazs of
revolt and mutiny, the sxperience of Frango:s Sistan. a
native Chnstan polics inspectorn Sitapur. is telling.
Hs had gons mhﬂmm?ﬁfhmmﬂpﬁmm th=
magsirate. Sisen was: i Indian clothes and
ssting cress-legged, A Mushm Iﬂlmidﬂr from Bijnor
entared the roony upon learning that Sistery was from
Awadh, ha engquired, “What news from Awadh? How

does the work progress, brother?” Playingsafe. SBM0R | wun 0o o e
replie. fiw= have work = Awadh youc Fighns i il ey cp ol
imow " The mahsildar said; “Depend upon i we wall which plans were commmunicated

sugcand this time: The dirscnon of thebusmess s m | g ooy by the rehels?

abie hands.” The tohsildar was larer sdennfied == the Why i the da I‘:’ﬂ' iederr resard

principal rebel leader of Binor Ststen as apotential rebel?

_____________ ad

The pattern of the mutinies and the pieces of A i 2 callective disobed A
evidence that suggest some sort of planning and 3 ) '
coordination ralse certain crucial guestions. How ﬁrﬁfﬁ :@.[Iabmumﬂm

were the plans made? Who were the planners? [t s

difficult on the basis of the avatlable documents to
provide direct answers o such guestons. But one
incident provides clues as to how the mulinies came
to be so organised. Caplaln Hearsey of the Awadh
Miiitary Police had heen given protection by his
Indian subordinates during the mutiny. The 41st
Native Infantry, which was stationed in the same
place. insisted that since they had killed all their
white officers. the Military Police should alse kill
Hearsey or deliver him as prisoner to the 41st The
Military Pollce refused to do either, and 1L was
decided that the matter would be settled by a
panchayat composed of native officers drawn from
each regiment. Charles Ball, wha wrote one of the
earliest histories of the uprising. noted that
panchayats were a nightly occurrence in the Kanpur
sepoy lines. What this suggests is that some of the
decisions were taken collectively. Given the fact that
the sepovs lived in lines and shared a common
lifestyle and that many of them came from the same

caste, It Is not difficult to imagine them sitting

together to declde their own future. The sepoys were
the makers of their own rebellion,
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Revolt — a rebellion of people

against estublished
and power. The lmm‘rmmit
and 'ruhe]lmn can he used
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Fig. 10.3

Fip: 1.4

Nana Sahib

AL e em] of 1858, when the
rebellion coliopeed. Nong Sahily
csenped Lo Nepal The story ol Lt
escape nrfded to the Tegend of
Nann Sahib's cournge and valour
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1.3 Leaders and followers

To fight the British, leadership and organisation
were required. For these the rebels sometimes
turmed to those who had been leaders before the
British conquest. One of the Brst acts of the
sepoys of Meerul, as we saw, was lo rash te Delhl
and appeal to the old Mugha! emperor to accept
the leadership of the revolt, This acceptance of
leadership took Its time in coming. Bahadur
Shah’s first reaction was one of horror and
rejection. It was only when some sepoys had
moved into the Mughal court within the Bed Fort.
in deflance of normal court eliguetle, that the
old emperor, reallsing he had very few options,
agreed to be the nominal leader ol the rebellion.

Elsewhere. similar scenés were enacted
though on a minor seale. In Kanpur, the sepoys
and the people of the town gave Nana Sahib,
the suceessar to Peshwa Bajl Hao [l no cholce
save to join the revolt as their leader. In Jhansi.
the raml was forced by the popular pressure
around her to assume Lhe leadership of the
uprising. So was Kunwar Singh, a local
zZamindar In Arrah in Bihar In Awadh, where
the displacement of the popular Nawab Wa)ld
All Shah and the annexation of the state were
still very fresh in the memory of the people,
the populace In Lucknow celebwrated Lhe fall of
British rule by halling Birjis Qadr, the young
son of the Nawab,. as their leader.

Not everywhere were the leaders peopie of the
eourt — ranis, rajas, nawabs and talugdars.
Oflen the message of rebelllon was carrled by
ordlnary men and women and In places by
religions men too, From Meerut, thers were
reports that a fakir had appeared riding on an
elephant and that the sepovs were visiting him
frequently, In Lucknow, after the annexation of
Awadh, there were many religions leaders and
self-styled prophets who preached the
destruction of British rule.

kisewhere. local leaders emerged. urging

peasants, zamindars and tribals to revoll. Shah

Mal mobilised the villagers of pargana Barout in
Uttar Pradesh: Gonoo, a tribal cultivator of
Singhbhum in Chotanagpur, became a rebel
leader of the Kol tribals of the reglon.

et S
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Two rebels of 1857
Shah Mal

Shzh Mal ived in 5 large willsge in pargans Barout m Lisr Prads :
103 cian of Jat cultivators whoss kinship ties exendad, wm-dmmdﬁ
(Eghiy=four villagss), ﬂisjmﬁsmm:eghnﬁwem irrigated and ferle, with

rich dark loam soil. Many of ars Were prosperous: md;aawﬂwﬂuuﬂ:
Isnd revenie sstem umﬂmwdmﬁwbmﬁmﬁm.
collection infexible, Consequenily sultvators were losing land 1o outsders. &2
traders and monevlsnders who wafe coming inio the area.

Shah Ma! mobslsed the Headimen and cultivaters of chaurases des, moving.
atnight from village 10 villags, urging peaple 10 rebal against the British, As.
in many oihar places, mmsa@mmﬁﬁtmhmmﬁmagm&m} p
rabellion against 2l signs of oppresson and injustice, culmm sfttheir
felds and plundered the houses of moneflend Zplacet
propristors ook possession of the lsnds. ﬂlﬂi’ had los. s!zah Mal's men
sniscked govammeny buildings, destroved the bridge over the river.and
dug up meslled roads - panly o prevent. gﬁﬁemﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ&m coming
into the ares, and partly beczusa bridzes and roads were seenas symbols.
af Brish rule. They sent suppliss 1o the sepoys who had'mutmied inDethi
and stopped all official communication betywesen British keadnuaners and
Mesrin Locally acknowladoed ssiha Rajg memmm'
afam&gﬁ: officer, lurned'itanto. “hall of jusgce”, setiling disputes snd
iisperising judsments. He also Set up an smazingiy eftective -

ce. For = period the pesple of The ﬂﬁg_ﬁilmitfﬁuﬂg} raj Was.

over, =1 their raj had ¢ome.
Shah Mal was iilled in baulsan July iS;L

Hanlﬂa&hmndullah Shah
Mmﬂm ahma&uuah Shah was mﬂr of the mzny mauluis who played ah
imporantpanmthe rﬁultuﬂsr. Educated m Hydershad, lie became 5.
praacher when young. I 1856, he was s2en moving from village o villags.
preaching jehad {religlous war) sgainst the British and urging paople ©
rabel. He movad in 3 palanguin, with drimbesisrs i front and followars 2t
:hamm He was thatsfors populss

calted Danka Shah — the mauli wath-
. British nﬂ‘rcﬁal;pmﬂe&ﬁ a3 thousands began fallowing:
ﬂmmm@imﬁhﬂn} Mmmmmﬁmmﬁdmm

When he resched Lucknow in 1856, he was stopped by the polics from.
preaching in the city. Subs tly; m 1857 he wasjailed n Faizabad.
When relsss=d. hs was E]Hllﬂ-ﬁ by the mutnous 22= Natve lafaniry a5
:harlﬂﬂder. 1 i the famots Batile of Chinhatinwhich the British.
ﬁmmﬁmﬂm Lawrence wamﬁﬁfeﬂad He ¢amato be known for his
courage and powsr, Many psaple in fact haHsmﬂ that he was invincible;
had magical pawers, and could not be kulled by the British. It was this belist
that partlyformed the bags of fils authodity.
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Fig. T0L5

Henny Hardimge, by Francis Gronr,
1549

As Governor General, Hardinge
allempled Lo odermbea fhe
ecquipmwent of Wie army. The Enlleld
rifles thol were introduecd initindiy
useid the greascd cortradges thio
sopuvs redwllivd apginst
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1.4 Rumours and prophecies

Rumours and prophecies played a part In moving
people to action. As we saw, the sepoys whn had
arrived In Delhl from Meemnit had tald Bahadur Shah
about bullets coated with the fat ol cows and plgs
anid that blting those bullets would corrupt thelr
caste and religion. They were referring to the
cartridges of the Enfield rifles which had just been
glveny to them: The British tried to explain to the
sepoys that this was not the case but the rumour
that the new cartridges were greased with the fat of
cows and pigs spread llke wildfire across Lthe sepoy
lines of North Indla

This &5 one rumour whose origin can be Eaced.
Captain Wright. commandant of the Rifie Instruction
Depot, reported that in the third week of January
1857 a “low-caste” khalasi who worked In the
magazine m DumDum hard asked a Brahmin sepoy
for a drink of water from his lofta The sepoy had
refused saying that the “lower caste's” touch would
defile the Ilpta. The khalast had reportedly retorted.
You will 'soon lose your caste, as ere long you will
have to bit¢ cartridges covered with the fal of cows
angd plgs.” We do niol know the veracity of the report.,
bui once this rumour started no amount of
assurances from British officers could stop its
circulation and the fear It spread among the sepoys.

This was nod the only rumour that was clrculating
in North India at the beginning of 1857, There was
the rumour that the Britsh government had hatched
a gigantic conspiracy o destroy the caste and religion
of Mindus and Muslims. To this end. the rumours
said, the DBritish had mixed the bone dust of cows
and plgs into the our that was sold i the markst
In towns and cantonments, sepovs and the conunaon
people refused to touch the afla. There was fear and
susplelon that the Brittsh wanted to convert Indlans
to Christianity. Panle spread fast, Britlsh officers
tried 1o allay thetr fears, but in vain. These fears
stirred men to action. The response to the call for
action was reinforced by the prophecy that British
rule would come to an end on the centenary of the
Battle of Plassey. on 24 June 1857,

Rumours were not the only thing circulating at
the time, Reports came from various parts of North
India that chapatils were being distributed from
village to village. A person would come at night and

Srdzs
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give a chapattl to the watchman of the village and ask
him to make five more and distribute to the next village,
and so0 on. The meaning and purpose of the distribution
of the chapaltis was nol clear and is not clear even
today. But there {5 ne doubl that people read It as an
omen of an upheaval.

1.5 Why did people believe in the rumours?

We cannot understand the power of rumours and
prophecles In history by checking whether they are
factnally correct or not. We need to see what they reflect
about the minds of prople who believed them — thelr
fears and apprehensions, their @iths and convictions.
Rumours circulate only when they resonate wilh the
deeper fears and susplcions of people.

The rumours in 1857 begin to male sense when seen
in the context of the policles the British pursued from
the late 1820s. As vou know, from that tme. under the
leadership of Governor General Lord Willlam Bentinck,
the British adopted policies almed at “reforming” Indian
society by introducing Western education, Western tdeas
and Western institutions. With the cooperation of
sections of Indian society they set up English-medinm
schioals. colleges and universities which taught Western
seiences and the liberal arts. The British established
laws to abolish customs lke sat! (1829) and o permil
the remarriage of Hindu widows, '

On a variety of pleas, like misgovernment and the
refusal to recognise adoption, the British annexed
not only Awadh, but many other kingdoms and
principalitics like Jhansi and Satara. Once these
territorles were ammexed, the British introduced their
own system of administration. their own laws and their
owrn methods of land settlement and land revenuc
collection. The cumulative Impact of all this on the
people of Northi India was profound.

It scemesd to the people that all that they chenished
and held sacred — from kings and soclo-religlons customs
te patterns of landholding and revenue payment — was
betng destroved and replaced by a system that was
mare impersonal. allen and oppressive. This perception
was aggravated by the activities of Christian
missionaries. In such a situation of uncertainty.
rumours spread with remarkable swiflness.

To explore the basis of the revolt of 1857 in some
detail, let us look at Awadh - one of the major centres
where the drama of 1857 unfolded.
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= Discuss...

Read the section phee
more amnd explain the
siolarittes and
differences you noties
in the ways In which
fnders emerpged during
the revolt. For any tao
leaders, discuss why
ordinary people witre
drawsn o thém
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2. AwADH IN REVOLT

2.1 "A cherry that will drop Into our mouth
one day”

In 1851 Governor General Lord Dalhouste described
the Kingdom of Awadh as “a cherry that will drop Into
our mouth ene day™. Five yvears later, In 1856, the
kingdom was formally ammexed 1o the British Empire.
The conguest happened In stages. The Subsidiary
Alllance had been imposed on Awadh In 1801. By
the terms of this allance the Nawab had to disband
his military foree, allow the British to posttion their
mmm ﬂﬂw troops within the kingdom, and act in aceordance
1 with the advice of the British Resident who was now
Governor € Iy to be attached to the court. Deprived of his armed
= ’I'H!,E m wils “nt m forces. the Nawab became increasingly dependent
“ltrect Rrittsh rule, on the British to maintain law atnd order within the

Subsidiary Alliance
Subsidiary Alhance was 2
system devised by Lord
Wellecley 1n 1798, All thoge
who entered inro such zn
sllisnce with the Britizh had
to aciept cariain terme snd
condinons:

(z) Tha Brinsh would be
respansitile for protecing their
ajhr fram sxternal and intermial
thrests to el powsn

{b) In the r=rritory of the
ally, 2 Batich amned contingent
wiould be stationed.

(c) The aliy would have
to provide the resources for
mantsmings this conunoseEnt.

(d) The ally could entes
inte agreements with other
rulers orsngage in wariars

only with the permission of

the British.

kitisdam. He cotld no longer assert cantrol over the
rebellious chiels and talugdars.

In the meanttme the Britlsh became Increasingly
Interested In acquiring the territory of Awadh. They
felt that the soll there was good for producing Indigo
and cotion, and the reglon was ideally located to be
developed into the principal market of Upper India.
By the early 1850s; morcover. all the major areas of
India had been conguered: the Maratha lands. the
Doab. the Carnatic, the Punjab and Bengal. The
takeiwver of Awadh In 1856 was expected to complete
a process of terfitorial annexation that had begun
with the conquest of Bengal almost a century earller.

2.2 "The life was gone out of the body”

Lord Dalhousle’s annexations crealed disatfection
In all the areas and principalities that were annexed
but nowhers more so than in the kingdom of Awadh
in the heart of North India. Here, Nawah Wajid Al
Shah was dethroned and exiled to Caleutta on the
plea that the region was being misgoverned. The
British government also wrongly assumed that Wajid
All Shah was an unpopilar ruler. On the contrary.
he was widely loved. and when he lefi his beloved
Lucknow, there were many who followed him all the
way to Ranpur singing songs of lament.

The widespread sense of grief and loss at the
Nawab's exile was recorded by many contemporarny
ohservers, One of them wrote: “The life was gone out
af the body, and the body of this town had been left
lifeless ... there was no street or markel and house
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which did not wall out the cry of agony In separation
of Jan-t-Alam.” One folk song bemoaned that “the
honourable English came and took the country”
(Angrez Bahadur ain, mulk tai linho),

This cmotional upheaval was aggravated by
bmmexdiate material losses. The removal of the Nawab
led to the dissolution of the court and Its calture.
Thus a whale mnge of peple - musicians, dancers,
pocts, artlsans, cooks, retainers, adminlstrative
officlals and so on - losl their livelihood.

2.3 Firangi raj and the end of a world

A chain of grievances In Awadh linked prince,
tatugdar, peasant and sepoy. In different ways they
came to ldentify firangi raj with the end of thelr
world — the breakdown of things they valued,
respected and held dear. A whole complex of emotions

The Nawab has left

ﬂmﬂﬂmr song mournad the
plignt of the rular who had 10
taaye his mothetland:

mﬂaﬂﬂwﬂntﬁlm
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Fig. 10,6
A wwineden fromn Aussih, [5580
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and issues, traditions and loyalties worked
themselves ot In the revalt of 1857, In Awadh, more
than anywhere else, the revalt became an exgpiression
ol popular resistance to an allen order.

The annexation displaced not just the Nawab, It
also dispossessed the talugdars of the reglon. The
countryside of Awadh was dotted with the estates
and forts of talugdars who for many generations had
controlled land and power In the countryside. Belore
the coming of the Britlsh, (alugdars maintained armedd
retainers, bullt forts, and enjoyed a degree of
autonomy, as leng as they accepted the suzerainty of
the Nawab and paid the revenue of their alugs. Some
of the bigger {alugedars had as many as 12,000 foot-
saldters and even the smaller ones had about 200.
The British were unwilling to tolerate the power of
the talypdors. Immediately after the annexation. the
Ledngelars were disarmed and their forls destroyed.

The British land revenue policy further undermined
the positfon and authority of the talugdars. After
annexzition, tite first British revenue settlement.
known as the Summary Settlement of 1856, was based
on the assumpticn that the talugdars were interiopers
with no permanent stakes in land: they had
established thelr hold over land through foree and
fraud. The Summary Settlement proceeded to remove
the lalugdars wherever possible. Figures show that
in pre-British times, talugdars had held 67 per cent
of the total number of villages In Awadh: by the
Summary Settiement this mimber had come down to
38 per cent. The talugdars of southern Awadh were
the hardest hit and some lost more than half of the
total nuomber of villages they had previously held.

British land revenue aofficers belleved thal by
removing (alugdars they would be able to settle the
land with the actual owners of the sotl and thus
reduce the level of exploitation of peasants while
increasing revenue retums for the state. But this
did not happen in practice: revenue flows for the
state inereased but the burden of demand on the
peasants did not decllne. Officials soon ound that
large areas of Awadh were actually heavily
overassessed: the increase of revenue demand in
some places was from 30 to 70 per cent. Thus neither
talugdars nor peasants had any reasons to be happy
with the annexation.

Hirdzy
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The dispossession ol lalugdars meant the
breakdown of an entire sovial order. The tes of lovalty
and patronage that had bound the peasant to the
talugdar were disrupted. In pre-British tUmes. the
talugdars were oppressors but many of them also
appeared 1o be generous father figures: they exacted
a varety of dues from the peasamt but were often
considerate In mes of need. Now, under the British,
the peasant was directly exposed to overassessment
of revemue and inflexible methods of eollecton. There
was na longer any guarantee that in times of hardship
or crop fallure the revenue demand of the state would
be reducei] or collection postponed: or that n lmes
of festivities the peasant would getl the loan and
support that the lalugdar had earlier provided.

In areas ke Awaidh where resistance during 1857
was fntense and long lasting. the fighting was carried
out by falwgdars and thelr peasants. Many of these
talugdars were loyal to the Nawab of Awadh, and
they joined Begum Hazrat Mahal (the wife of the
Nawab) in Lucknow to fight the British; some even
remained with her in defeat.

The grievances ol the peasants were carrled over
into the sepoy lines since a vast majority of the
sepoys were recrulted from the villages of Awadh.
For decades the sepoys had complained of low levels
of pay and the difficulty of getitng leave. By the 1850s
there were other reasons for their discontent.

The relationship of the sepoys with their superior
white officers underwent a sigaificant change in
the years preceding the uprising of 1857, In the
1820s=. white officers made il a point to maintain
friendly relations with the sepovs. They would take
part In their leisure activities - they wrestled with
them, feneed with them and went oul hawking with
them. Many of them were fluent o Hindustan! and
were familiar with the customs and culture of the
country. These offlcers were disciplinarian and
father figure rolled into one.

In the 1840s, this began to change. The officers
developed a sense of superiority and started
treating the sepoys as their ractal inferiors, riding
roughshod over their sensibilities. Abuse and
physical violence became common and thus the
distance between sepays and officers grew. Trust
was replaced by susplecion, The eplsode of the
greased cartridges was a classle example ol this.
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Fig. 10,7 -
Hemgal =epays in European-siyle
uniferm

= Discuss...

Find put whether people in
your state participated in the
revolt of 1857, i they did, find
out why they did so. f they
did not, try and explain this,
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It is alse important Lo
remember that close links existed
between the sepoys and the rural
world of North India. The large
majority of the sepoys ol the
Bengal Army were recruited from
the villages of Awadh ani] eastern
Uttar Pradesh. Many of them were
Brahmins or from the “upper”
castes. Awadh was. in fact. called
the “nursery of the Bengal Army™.
The changes that the [amilles of
the sepoys saw around them' and
the threats they perceived were quickly transmitted
to the sepoy lines, In turn, the fears of the sepoys
about the new cariridge, thelr grievances about
leave, thelr grouse aboul the increasing
mishehaviour and raclal abuse on the part of their
white officers were commundcated back to the
villages. This link between the sepoys and the rural
world had tmpertant implications in the course of
the uprising. When the sepoys defied their superior
officers and ook up arms they were |oined very
swiftly biy their brethren in the villages, Everywhere,
peasanis poured into towns and jolned the soldiers
and the ordinary people of the towns in collective
acts of rebellion.

3. WHAT THE REBELS WANTED

As vietors, the British recorded their own trials and
tribulations as well as thelr herolsm, They dismissed
the tebels as a bunch of ungrateful and barbaric
people. The repression of the rebels also meant
silenving of their voice. Few rebels had the
opportunity of recording their version of events.
Moreover, most of them wereé sepoys and ordinary
people who were not lterate. Thus, other than a few
proclamations and ishiahars (notifications) issued
by rebel leaders to propagate thelr tdeas and
persuade people to join the revolt. we do not have
much that throws light on the perspective of the
rebels. Attempts to reconstruct what happened in
1857 are thus heavily and inevitably dependent on
what the British wrote. While these sources reveal
the minds ol officials, they tell s very litle about
what the rebels wanted.
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3.1 The vision of unity

The rebel proclamations In 1867 repeatedly appealed
to all sectlons of the population, imespective of their
caste and creed. Many of the proclamations were
issued by Muslim princes or in their names but
even these took care to address the sentUments of
Hindus, The rebellion was seen as a war in which
both Hindus and Muslims had equally 1o lose or
gain. The ishtahars harked back to the pre-British
Hindu-Muslim past and glorified the coexistence of
different communities under the Mughal Empire.
The proclamation that was issued under the name
of Bahadur Shah appealed to the people to join the
fight under the standards of both Muhammad and
Mahavir. It was remarkable that during the uprising
religious divisions Between Hindus and Muslim
were hardly noticeable despite British dttempts to
create such divisions. In Barellly in western Uttar
Pradesh, 1o December |857. the British spent
Rs 50,000 to incite the Hindu population against
the Muslims. The attempt falled.

Sourre 5

The Azamgarh Proclamation, 25 Ausust 1857
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Salirme 6

What the sepoys thought
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3.2 Against the symbols of oppression
The proclamations complerely rejected everything
associated with British mle or firangt raj as they called
it. They condemned the British for the annexations they
had carried out and the treaties they had broken. The
British, the rebel leaders said. could not be trusted.
What enraged the people was how British land
revenue seitlements had dispossessel landholders, both
big and small, and foretgn commeree had driven artisans
and weavers to ruln. Every aspect of British rule was
attacked and the firangi accused of destroying a way of
e that was amiliar and cherlshed. The rebels wanted
to resiore that world.
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= Discuss...

What do vou think are the
niajor problems laced by
historians In reconstFucting

the polnl of view of the rebels?
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The proclamations expressed the widespread fear
that the British were benl on destroying the caste
and religlons of Hindus and Muslims and converting
them to Christianity — a fear that led people to
belleve many of the rumours that eirculated at the
time. People were urged to come together and fight
to save their livelihood, thelr falth, their honour,
their {dentity - a fight which was for the “greater
public good™.

As noted carlier. In many places the rebellion
against the British widened Into an attack on all those
who were seen as allles of the British or loecal
oppressars. Often the rebels deliberately sought to
humiliate the elites of a city. In the villages they burmnt
account books and ransacked moneylenders' houses,
This reflected an attempt to overturn traditional
hierarchies. rebel against all oppressors. [t presents
a glimpse of an alternative vision. perhaps of a more
egalitarian soclely. Such vislons were nol artioulatesd
in the proclamations which sought to unify all social
groups in the fight against firangi raj.

3.3 The search for alternative power

Onee British mule had collapsed, the rebels in places
Hke Delhi. Lucknow and Kanpur tried to establish
some kind of structure of authority and
administration. This was, of course, short-lived but
the attempts show thal the rebel leadership wanted
to restare the pre-British world of the elghteenth
century. The leaders went back to the culture of the
court. Appolntments were made to various posts,
armangements made for the collection of land revenue
and the payvment of troops. orders issued to stop loot
and plunder. Side by side plans were made to fight
battles against the Britsh. Chains of command were
lald down In the army, In all this the rebels harked
back to the elghteenth-century Mughal world - a
world thal became a symbol of all that had been lost.

The administrative structures estahlished by the
rebels were primarily aimed at meeting the demands
of war. However., in most cases these structures
could not survive the British onslaught. But in
Awadh, where resistance to the British lasted
longest. plans of counter-attack were being drawn
up by the Lucknow court and hierarchles of
command were in place as late as the last months
of 1857 and the early part of 1858.
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4. REPRESSION

It is clear from all accounts that we have of 1857
that the British did not have an easy time in putting
dowri Lhe rebellion.

Before sending out troops to reconguer North
India. the British passed a series of laws to help
them gquell the Insurgency. By a number ol Acts,
passed In May and June 1857, not only was the
whole of North India put under martial law but
military officers and even ordinary Britons were
given the power to try and punish Indians
suspected of rebetlion. In other words, the ordinary
pracesses of law and trial were suspended and it
was put out that rebellion would have only one
punishment - death.

Armed with these newly enacted speclal laws
and the relnforcements brought In from Britatn. the
British began the task of suppressing the revoll,
They, lke the rebels, recogrilsed the symbolic value
of Dellit. The British thus mounted # fwo-pronged
attack. One force moved from Caleatta into North
Indla and the other from the Punj|ab - which
was largely peaceful — to reconquer Delhi. British
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attempts to recover Delhi began in earnest in early
June 1857 but it was only in late Seplember that
the city was fnallv captured. The fighting and losses
on both sides were heavy, One reason {or thits was
the fact that rebels from all over North Indla had
come o Delhi to defend the capital.

In the Ganegtic plain too the progress of Britlsh
reconguesl was slow, The forces had o reconguer
the area village by village. The couniryside and the
peopie around were entirely hostile. As soon as they

Fig, 10.8 began their counter-insurgency operations, the
A mosdui oby the Delld Ridige, British reallsed thal they were not dealing with a
photograph by Felice Beaio. 185758 mere muitiny bul an aprising that had huge popular

Afier 1857, Hritish photographiers.  gyppart, In Awadh, for example, a British official
rocorded inmumerable images of

desolatlon and main

called Forsyvth estimated that three-fourths of the
adult male population was In rebelllon. The area
was brought under control only in March 1858 after
protracted fighting.

The British nsed military power on a gigantic
scale. But this was nof the only instrument they
used. In large parts of present-day Uttar Pradesh,
where blg landhelders and peasants had offered
unlted resistance, the Brltish (rled to break up the
unity by promising te give brack to the big landhalders
their estates, Rebel landholders were dispossessed
and the loyal rewarded. Many landholders died
fighting the British or they escaped into Nepal where
they died of fllness or starvatlan.

Fig. 1.8

Securiclml Bagle Lok,
photogroph by’ Fedive Himto,
155
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Britizl forees lixd by
Camphbell killed over 2000
relwel sepoys who Held
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meant o be a cold warning
ol the fulility of mbellion
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5. IMAGES OF THE REVOLT

How do we know about the reveolt. about the activities
of the rebels and the measures of repression that
we have been discussing?

As we have seen, we have very few records on
the rebels’ polnt of view. There are a few rebel
proclamalions and notificalions, as also some
letters that rebel leaders wrote. But historfans Ul
now ha}\rr continued to discuss rebel actions
primarily through accounts written by the British.

Oifficial accounts, of rourse. abound: colonial
administrators and military men left their versions
in letters and diaries, autobiographies and official
histories. We can also gauge the official mindset
and the changing British attitudes through the
innumerable memos and notes, assessments of
situatlons. and reports that were produced. Many
of these have now been collected in a set of volumes
on mutiny records. These tell us about the fears
and anxieties of officials and thelr perception of
the rebels. The stortes of the Tevolt that were
published in British newspapers and magazines
narrated in gory detail the violence of the mutineers
= and these stories inflamed public feelings and
provoked demands of retribution and revenge.

One important record of the mutiny Is the pictorial
images produced by the British and Indians;
palntings. pencll drawings. ctchings, posters,
cartoons, bazaar prints. Let us look at some of them
and see what they tell us.

5.1 Celebrating the saviours

British pictures offer a varfety of Images that were
meant to provoke a range of different emotions and
reactions. Some of them commemorate the British
heroes who saved the English and repressed the
rebels. “Reliefl of Lucknow™. painted by Thomas Jones
Barker in 1858, Is an example of this type. When
the rebel forves besieged Lucknow, Henry Lawrence,
the Commissloner of Lucknow, colledted the
Christlan population and took refuge In the heavily
foriified Resldency. Lawrence was killed but the
Resldency continued to be defended under the
command of Calonel Inglis. On 25 September James
Outram and Henry Havelock arrived. cut through
the rtebel forces, and reinforced the British
garrisons. Twenty davs later Colin Campbell, who
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Fig. 10,18
“Relief o] Lisckniow”™, pamied by
Thomas Jones Barker, [8H0

was appolnted as the new Commander of British
forces In Indila. came with his forces and rescued
the besieged Britlsh gamrison. in Britlsh accounts
the siege of Lucknow became a story of survival.
herolc resistance and the ultimate triumph of
British power.

Barker's painting celebrates the moment of
Campbell's entry. Al the centre of the canvas are
the British hemes - Campbell, Outram @d@nd Havelock.
The gestures of the hands of those around lead the
speclator’s eves towards the centre. The heroes stand
on a ground that ls well UL, with shadows In the
foreground and the damaged Resldency In the
background. The dead and injured In the foreground
are testimony to the suffering during the siege, while
the trinumphant figures of horses i the middle ground
emphasise the fact that Britsh power and control
had been re-established. To the British public such
paifitings wete reassuring. They created a sense that
the time of trouble was pasi and the rebelllon was
over; the British were the victors.

5.2 English women and the honour of Britain

Newspaper reports have a power over public
imagination; they shape feelings and attltudes to
events. Inflamed particularly by tales of violence

et S
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against women and children. there were public
demands I Britain for revenge and retribution. The
Britsh government was askead to protect the honour
of inmovent women and ensure the safety of helpless
children. Artlsts expressed as well as shaped these
sentiments through thelr visual representations of
trauma and suffering.

“In Memoriam”™ [F‘sg. 101 1) was painted by Joseph
Noel Paton two years after the mutiny. You can see
English women and children huddled in-a eircle,
looking helpless and inmocent. seemingly waiting
for the inevitable — dishonour, violence and death.
“In Memoriam™ does not show gory violence; It only
siiggests It It sttrs up the spectator's imagination,
and seeks (o provoke anger and firy. It represents
the rebels as violent and brutish., even though
they rTemain invisible in the pleture. In the tmrkgmm'ld
vou can see the British rescue forces arriving

AS saviours.

Zhz8-28

“In Memioriam’”™.
bty ilazeph Noel Poadon
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Fig. 10.12
Miss Wheeler defending herself
agmimst sepoips i Kanpur

Fig. 10.13
Justice. Pumch. 12 September 1857
The caplion ot the boliom reads
“The news of the torrible massacre
at Cawnpore (Kanpur) produced
an gutburst of Hery fulignotion
und wild desire for fevetude
Vhroughoo it whole of Englood,”

THemEs 1N Inoian Histoay — Part 1

In another set of sketches and paintings we see
women In a different light. They appear heroie,
defending themselves against the attack of rebels.
Miss Wheeler in Figure 10.12 stands firmly at the
centre, defending her honour, single-handedly
killing the attacking rebels. As in all such British
representations, the rebels are demonised. Here,
four burly males with swords and guns are shown
attacking a woman. The woman's struggle to save
her honour and her life. in fact. Is represented as
having a deeper religious connotation: it is a battle
to save the honour of Christanity. The book lying
an the floor 1s the Bible.

5.3 Vengeance and retribution

As waves of anger and shock spread in Britaln,
demands for retribution grew louder. Visual
representations amd news about the revoll oreated a
milien in which viclent repression and vengeance were
seen as both necessary and just. It was as If justice
demanded that the challenge to British henour and
power be met nuthlessly, Threatened by the rebellion,
the British felt that they had to demonstrate their
invinelbility. In one such image (Fig. 10.13] we see
an allegorical female figure ol justice with a sword in
one hand and a shield in the other. Her posture Is
aggressive; her face expresses rage and the desire for
revenge. She s trampling sepoys under her feet while

a mass of Indian women with children cower with fear.
There were Innumerable other pletures and

cartorms in the Briilsh press that ssmctioned brutal
repression and violent yeprisal.

2gzdzE
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Fig. 10.14
The caption al the boltom reads
“The Brilish Lion's Vengeanes on
the Bengeal Tiger™. Thmeh., 1857
| 2 What idea is the picture |
| projecting? Wheit 1s betng I
f expressed through the tmages 1
of the Honvand the Hger? What I
I do the figures of the woman :
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5.4 The performance of terror

The urge for vengeance and retribution was expressed
in the bnital way in which the rebels were execiited.
They were Blown from guns, or hanged from the
gallows, Images of these executions were widely
cireulated through popular journals,

Fig. 10,15
Exediition of mulineers in Péshauer: Blowrdng from the guns,

Mistrmaled London News: 3 October 1857

The scene of exceution here appears 0 be o singe where 0 drama is belng performed - an ennclment
of brutal power. Mounted soldiors and sepoys In oniform dominate the soene. Thoy hove to watch the
excoittion of thelr lelbow sopovs, and expetience the chitlling comsequenioes of ebelllon.
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Fig, 10.18

Evecution of mutinoiis sepoys in Peshawar Musirated London News, 3 October 1857

I this seene of exeontion 12 mhels himg oo owswith cannons all around them,
What you scr is not routine punishment: it is the performancg of terror. For it to instil
frar ameng people, pumistmment could not be digervetly meted out in enciosed spaces.
It fued te b theatrieally performed in Uiy open.

5.5 No time for clemency

At a time when the clamour was for vengearice, pleas
for moderation were ridiculed, When Governor
General Canning declared that a gesture of lenlency
and a show of mercy would help in winning back
the loyalty of the sepoys. he was mocked in the
Britlsh press.

In one of the cartoons published in the pages of
Punch, a British journal of comic satire, Canning is
shown as a looming father figure. with his protective
hand over the head of a sepoy who still holds an
unsheathed sword in one hand and a dagger In the
other. both dripping with blood (Fig.10.17) — an
imagery that recurs in a number of British pictures
of the Ume.

Fig. 10.17

“Thie Clemering of Canning ™. Punch, 24 October- 1857

The caption at the bottom of ihe cartoon mads: “Governor
e CLERNCT OF ouhsi Generalr "Well, then they shan't hlow him from npsty guns;

r—— T & S bl et —

Ty - Ergh Bre mtenest prrormtlse. oo bhe a goosd HiUe sepsoy™.”
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5.6 Nationalist imageries
The natonal movement n the twenlleth century drew
{ts Inspimtion from the events of 1857, A whole world
of nationalist imaginatlon was woven around
the revolt. It was celebrated as the First War of
Independence in which all sections of the people of
india came together to fight agaimst impertal rule.
Art and Werature, as much as the writing of history,
have helped in keeping alive the memory of 1857.
The leaders of the revolt were presented as heroic
ligures leading the country into battle, rousing the
people to righteous Indignation agalnst oppressive
imperal rule. Herolc poems were wrilten aboutl the
valour of the guesn who, with a sword in ane hiand
and the reins of her horse in the other, fought for the
freedom of her motherland. Ranl of Jhanslt was
represented as a masculine figure chasing the enemy.,
slaying British soldiers amnd vallantly fighting il her
tast. Children in many parts of India grow up reading
the Hnes of Subbhadra Kumarl Chaunhan: “Khoob lan
mardani woh to Jhanst wali rani thi™ {Like a man she
fought. she was the Rani of Jhansi). In popular prints
Rani Lakshmi Bal is usually portrayed in battle
armour, with a sward In hand and riding a horse - a
svinbal of the determination to resisi injustios and
alten nule.

The images indicate how the painters who produced
them peroeived those events, whal they felt, and whal
they sought to convey, Through the paimtings and
cartooms we know about the public that looked at
the pamtings, appreciatet] or criticised the images,
and bought coples and reproductions to put up in
their homes.

These images did not only reflect the emotions
and feelings of the times in which they were
produced. They also shaped sensibilities. Fed by the
Images that circulated in Britain, the public
sanctioned the most brutal forms of repression of
the rebels. On the other band, nationalist imageries
of the revolt helped shape the nationalist imagination.

Hirdzy
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Fig. 10.18
Fitmz ot pastiors hove Hefped
oregiie fhe image of Rani Lakstomi
Berf as a nursculine wsamior

< Discuss. ..

Faamine the elements o exdch
of the visuals In this section
arngl discuss how they allow
you to identify the perspective
of thi artisi
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i TIMELINE L)
1801 Substdiary Aliance mtroduced by Wellesley in Awadh
1856 Nawnb Wajid Ali Shah deposed: Awadh annexed
1Bb6-57 Summary revenue settlements introduced tn Awadh.
o by the Brittsh
1857
10 May Mutiny starts in Meerut
1112 May Delht garrisons revolt: Bahadur Shah ﬂmﬂptanmnuﬂl
Jeriers i) -
20-27 May -Snpugs mutiny in Aligarh. Etawali, anpm‘:;lﬁah- )
30 May Ristng in Lucknow ‘
May-June Mutiny tums into a gnt‘ial revull td'thﬁpﬁtrpt
40 June British suffer defeat in the battle of Chimbat
265 Sept Buusu m unuerflﬁvﬂunk and Eh:tmm eniter the
July S!mhlﬁlw n hatﬂr w
June Rani Jhanst killed in battie
- ~ L7 y,

g ANSWER IN 100-150 WORDS

1. Why did the nntinons sepovs i many places turn (o
ersiwhile rulers to provide leadership to the revolt?

2. Discuss the evidence that Indicales planming and
coordination on the parl of the rebels.

3. Discuss the extent to which religlows bellefs shaped
the evetits of 1857,

4.  What wrre the medsures Laken (0 ensure unily among
the rebels?

5 Whal steps dut the British take (o quell the upristng?

20zdzh
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B Why was the revolt partioufarly widespread in

Awndh? What prompted the peasants, iolugdars
and zamindars to join the revolt?

Whiat did the rebels want? To what extent did the
vislon of different soctal groups differ?

What do visttal eprescritations tell us aboult the
revoll of 18577 How do lustortans analyse thiese

representations?
Exaimine any two sources presented in the

chapler, chotsing ope visual and one text, and
discuz=s how these represent the point ol view of

1.

the victor and the vanguished.
A

Om an outline map of India, mark Caleutia
(Kolkata), Bombay (Mumball and Madras
(Chermal), fhree major centies of British power in
1867, Refer to Maps | and 2 and plot the areas
where the revolt was most widespread. How close
or far were these areas from the colontal cities?

11

12,

Read a blography of any one of the leaders of the
revolt of 1857, Check the sources used by the
blographer. Do these nclude government reports,
newspaptr accounts. slories tn reglonal
languages, visual material. anything else? Do
all the seurces say the same thing, or are there
differences? Prepare a repornt onyour findings,

See a fllm made on the Tevail of 1857 and write
about the way It represents the revoll. How does
1t depict the Brittsh, the Tebels, and those
wito rematied loyal o he Brittsh? What does 1t
siy about pensants, city dwellers, tribals,
zamindars and (alugdars? What kind of a
Tesponse does the fifm seek to evoke?
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1f you would like to know
muca.read.

Gaygam Bhades 1037

"Feur Rebsls of Exghtean-Fifty-
Seven', Subakern Stuifies, IV,
Ouford Untveraity Press, Delhi

Rudrangshu Mukhenss 1084,
Awadhin Bevolt, 1857-38.
Oxford Univeraity Press, Delhu.

fg] of the Ramt
Panguin, New Delhl.

Eric Srokea 1880,
Feasantz and the Raj.
‘Oxford University Press, Dol

lumr ‘hunk&gﬁﬁglﬂ' com

For ccounts of 1857 &y Brtish offo=s)

mm;:aa; rfmnllrﬁg.-&lfﬁn:,
Iakshmitiayhrks faml
(o lemess of Ram Laiammybal)
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